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Law of Search and Seizure
In the United States constitution, the law governing search and seizure by either the police or any other law enforcement agencies originate from the Fourth amendment. According to the 4th Amendment, people have the right to be secure in their persons, papers, houses and effects, and against any unreasonable searches and seizures. In addition, such right shall not be violated and no warrants shall issue unless there is a probable cause supported by oath or affirmation, and specifically describing the place to be searched and the persons or things to be seized. Basically, the provisions of the Fourth Amendment protect the privacy rights of citizens against excessive impositions by the government (Sklansky, 2000). 
However, the police or any other law enforcement agency has a right to carryout a search or a seizure that is reasonable. A search is an undertaking by the state with the aim of discovering evidence, or the product of criminal wrongdoing. On the other hand, a seizure can occur either by means of physical force or a different show of authority where the government asserts dominion or control over either a person or an object (Sklansky, 2000). In the case of seizure of a person, a reasonable person, given the entirety of conditions, would not be free to terminate his or her encounter with the police. Nevertheless, a search or a seizure is reasonable if the police have a warrant based on probable cause enabling him to believe that the suspect committed the crime. In addition, a search can be reasonable without a warrant if under the circumstances, an exception is applicable (Hall, 1982). 
In any arrest or less than arrest detentions, there is need for probable cause or reasonable suspicion. Reasonable suspicion is the standard required by the police to make an initial stop. However, a probable cause is more than a reasonable suspicion. In probable cause, the police require more evidence for an arrest or an arrest warrant, but they do not need evidence to prove the suspect as guilty (Hall, 1982). A probable cause is important because it enables the police to have objective evidence to link the suspect with the crime. However, having probable cause for an arrest is different from one being guilty of a crime. This is evident in the INS v. Delgado case of 1984 where the decision of the District Court was reversed by the Court of Appeals holding that the surveys carried out by (Immigration and Naturalization Service) INS constituted a seizure and it could not question the employees without reasonable suspicion (INS v. Delgado, 1984). 
As it applies in the Fourth Amendment, there should be objective justification to validate all seizures of a person, including those that involve a brief detention short of arrest. However, the nature of a detention determines whether the probable cause or reasonable suspicion is necessary. As per the Fourth Amendment examples of circumstances that might indicate seizure even where the person did not attempt to leave include display of weapon by an officer, some physical touching of the person of the citizen, threatening presence of several officers and use of language indicating compelling compliance with the requests of the officer (Hall, 1982). In the U.S. v. Mendenhall case of 1980, the Court of Appeals heard the appeals of Ms. Sylvia Mendenhall relating to her alleged unconstitutional seizure by two Drug Enforcement Administration DEA agents. The decisions of the appellate court were reversed by the Supreme Court holding that Mendenhall was not seized when she was approached by the DEA agents. Although the district court concluded that the approach of the agents justified a suspicion of criminal activity and denied the motion to suppress, the government was granted a writ of certiorari when the court of appeal found out the Mendenhall had not genuinely complied to the search (United States v. Mendenhall, 1980). 
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